October 14, 2013, ARTS Board of Directors Meeting

Location: New Geneva Seminary, Colorado Springs, Colorado

Present: Chris Hanna (PRTS); Andrew Zeller (Sangre de Cristo); Benjamin Shaw (GPTS); Dominic Aquila (NGTS); Mark House (NGTS); Steve Adamson (Executive Director ARTS COA); Glenn Waddell (BTS); John Battle (WRS); Charles Barrett (GRS)

Dr. Battle opened meeting with devotional from Nehemiah, appealing to God’s faithfulness and covenant promise. He is a trustworthy God. Nehemiah prays specifically to be a part of the solution. Comparisons to ARTS: concerned for our situation; seeing ourselves as instruments. We gather here to seek the favor of the king. Nehemiah had respect for the king and he implemented his goal. So, we pursue CHEA. Received quick decision from king. Response was not only quick, but also generous. Ultimate explanation (2:8) is that God’s gracious hand was on Nehemiah. God has a place for us in his plan. Battle closes in prayer.

Dominic Aquila added some historical perspective to show how God has blessed ARTS in a short period. In 12 years to be able to move toward CHEA recognition is cause for praise.

Chris Hanna officially welcomes Steve Adamson, the new Executive Director of ARTS COA

 Old Business:
1. Financial Report: All schools are up to date in paying dues for the first quarter.
2. Annual Assessments: Ben Shaw moved to accept the assessments, Dominic Aquila seconded, and the motion passed (unanimous).

New Business:
1. Steve Adamson and CHEA recognition and proposed changes to ARTS documents:
1. Discussion on future ARTS application for CHEA recognition.
2. Revision of ARTS Constitution. 
1. Review new wording on quality, accountability, and improvement.
2. ARTS to remain USA based.
3. ARTS to develop affiliate status.
4. Discussion regarding Governance (Article IV, Section 6). The Board of Directors (BOD) shall elect two of its members and one person from the public to serve for the Commission on Accreditation (COA).
3. Revision of ARTS Bylaws. 
1. Changed status categories to consist of: applicant, candidacy, membership.
2. Added Artivle VI – Commission on Accreditation, as a new section to the bylaws.
3. Discussion on the relationship between the COA and BOD, as pertaining to changes in Accreditation standards.

Glenn Waddell moves to adopt Constitution and Bylaws as amended today, with the understanding that previously-accredited member institutions shall retain their accreditation status and membership until such time as the COA is appointed and acts on the reaffirmation of accreditation for those existing ARTS institutions. Ben Shaw seconded, and the motion passed (unanimous).
1. Formation of COA (Nominations).
1. Names mentioned: Thad James from Birmingham Theological Seminary, Mark House from New Geneva, and Ron Kruis from Sangre de Cristo.
2. Nominations to be turned in by October 31 to Chris Hanna and a conference call set for November 1.
2. Standards of Accreditation.Dues: Set dues for the upcoming year.
1. Worked through the document, clarifying standards and procedures.
2. Determined that once the COA is organized it will review the document and send it back to BOD.
3. Academic Software/Course Evaluation discussion.

Meeting Adjourned and Ben Shaw closed in prayer.

Submitted: Charles M. Barrett
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